It’s hard to believe that we just finished an incredible summer of children’s and student ministry.
Our kids and students attended 5 camps, 1 VBS, and weekly Sunday School classes designed to teach
kids and students on their educational level. Why is this so important?
In 2019, the Barna Research Group released their findings after studying why 18-29 year old's
stayed in church and had an active faith. They found 5 characteristics common among those.
1. They experience intimacy with Jesus
2. They practice cultural discernment
3. They have meaningful spiritual relationships
4. They engage in counter-cultural mission
5. They have a sense of calling in their life and work
Where did they learn these traits? Well, the research didn’t dive into that but let me give you
some thoughts I have about that.
First, I believe that learned these traits at home. Parents, you have incredible influence on
helping your kids determine priorities and the importance of Christ. What you model through your
media consumption, what you consider urgent in your schedule, and what you prioritize time for speaks
volumes to your kids.
Second, I believe these traits are emphasized at church. I love our children’s and student
ministry here at FBC Idalou. From our Sunday School times to our Wednesday night Mission Friends,
GAs, RAs, and youth activities, the Bible is taught and missions are emphasized. So a big THANK YOU
to our volunteers who help!
Third, I believe these traits are modeled by church members. You have heard it said that “it
takes a village to raise a child.” Well, FBC Idalou is the village that should be here to help raise the kids
of Idalou. We need to celebrate the victories our kids and students experience, but we also should help
our kids and students see the fundamentals of our faith in practice and application.
As we begin a new school year, I hope everyone will prioritize Sunday School and worship
attendance. I hope you will join me in praying for and engaging our children and students in their faith.
And I hope we see a great harvest of kids, students, and adults who declare Jesus is Lord!! See you
Sunday!
Pastor Chris

Everyone is invited to our Church wide BACK TO SCHOOL POOL PARTY
Sunday August 14th from 5-7 pm at the Idalou Swimming pool.
Please contact the office to rsvp by calling 892-2528 or email
mmckinon@fbidalou.com, we must provide a total count.
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Where has the time gone? This summer flew by in what seemed like a
heartbeat. Camps, VBS, Leadership Retreat, fun nights hanging out and vacation are all
done now, and it is time to gear up for school. Two-A-Days are starting, and people are
flocking to the stores for back-to-school clothes and supplies. SUMMER is OVER! Now
we can get back into the routine of school and sports, Friday night lights and
homework. This time of year is always bitter sweet for me as a Youth Minister, but I am
excited this year!
Our students have come off a summer that has challenged them to be active in their faith and to share
the Gospel with their friends. They are excited to grow and learn, but also lead and share what they know with
others. God is putting a passion in their lives for Him, and we are simply helping them to fulfill what God has
given them to do.
One of the biggest desires they have shared with us is, needing more adults to help us with the
ministry. Our students are wanting and needing adults who are willing to be present, love, guide and lead
them. Students came up with a list of some adults in our church who they would like to have as a part of the
Youth Ministry. We are currently talking with some of them about that possibility, but if you would like to know
more about how YOU can be a part, please let me know.
We are looking forward to what God has for the youth of Idalou and the surrounding area and we hope
that some of you will be a hands-on part of that, but we need everyone to pray. Pray that the passion God has
put in the hearts of these students will not go away and that we can find some willing adults to help us.
Efrain
“Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; His greatness no one can fathom.”
Psalm 145:3

Our God is so amazing and worthy of praise! The second half of the verse
says that we can’t imagine His greatness. As I reflect on the past eight and a
half months I’m in awe of just how great He has been to me and our church
since I came to serve at FBC Idalou in November! It’s been amazing and I can’t
wait to see what He has in store for us as we continue to serve Him together!
We have twenty-four folks traveling to Canyon to see the musical TEXAS this Friday,
August 5. Pray for safety as we travel and that we will have a wonderful time of Christian
Fellowship as we spend the afternoon and evening together. I’m praying too for a little bit
cooler temperatures for the day!
25 Days of Prayer for Idalou ISD has started and if you didn’t get a prayer guide Sunday,
stop by the office or check out our media sites for the prayer guide. Let’s pray together for
everyone involved in our school district to have an amazing year!

6 WEEKS! The beginning of Christmas Musical Rehearsals is just 6 short weeks away!
It will all begin on Saturday, September 10 @ 6:00 pm with “CHRISTMAS IN SEPTEMBER”.
Be sure to put this date on your calendar and join us for a fun night of food, fellowship and
music. We will begin with a meal at 6:00 followed by listening/singing through the Christmas.
Everything will take place in the Fellowship Hall. If you were unable to sing with our amazing
choir for the Easter presentation, this is your opportunity to sing some wonderful Christmas
Musical selections as we prepare “Messiah! Heaven’s Glory!” and will sing it on Sunday,
December 11, 2022.
Have an awesome August and I hope to see you as we worship our Lord together this
Sunday!
Singing His Praises!
Alan
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VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
Angel Meal Outreach begins August 24th,
volunteers only work 1 Wednesday a month.

Thank you to all the kiddos and adults
that donated money for this years VBS
Fundraiser Idalou Snack Pak 4 Kids.
We raised a total of $951.90, these
funds will directedly impact the
children of Idalou.
Thank you!

24th

Information on fall registration for RA’s,
GA’s, and Mission Friends to come….we
are so excited for you to join us this fall!!

September is just around the corner
and we are looking for Volunteers to
design and decorate FBC Idalou’s
Cotton Fest Float.
To volunteer please contact the
church office 892-2528.

Help is needed in the following areas:
Meal Preparation, Serving, Providing a
Dessert, and Clean-up
If you can help in any of these areas, please
contact the church office 892-2528.
What is this Wednesday night
all about?

Angel Meal

The Wednesday night Angel meal is for blessing
families with a mid-week meal, no strings attached!
We want youth, young families with small
children, senior adults, plus all other groups
in-between to come eat and fellowship, and have
a rest from cooking and clean-up! We operate
solely on donations and volunteers, so contribute
whatever you are able. We also feed members of
the community, who often tell us that it is one of
the only hot meals they enjoy. This is a great
outreach for our church, so INVITE and bring
people to eat!
Each week a group of both men and women
prepare a meal AND WE NEED YOU TO COME
EAT AND ENJOY IT, because we cook for 150
each week! Plan to make Wednesday night a
"no cooking" night at your house! You'll be glad
you did! Also consider taking one Wednesday
night a month to make a dessert, help with meal
preparation, serving or clean-up. You will get to
work with some fun people!

We are collecting $10
gift cards for our
Teacher in-service
lunch in August. Help
us support our
Teachers/Staff as
they prepare for the
school year. Please bring all gift cards by
the church office.
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SERVICE REQUESTED

MORNING WORSHIP (FIRST SERVICE)
SUNDAY SCHOOL
MORNING WORSHIP (SECOND SERVICE)

8:30 A.M.
9:35 A.M.
10:45 A.M.
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Chris Riley
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Efrain Gonzalez
Alan Fruge

Minister of Students
Associate Pastor of Worship

Vestal Blakely

Minister of Senior Adults

Mary McKinnon

Administrative Assistant

First Baptist ~ August Birthdays
8/1

Annie Dyck
Brenda Wilbanks

8/15 Deadra Dewbre
Janet Hodgin
Courtni Parks

8/2

Cooper Swan

8/4

Jaxon Cooley
Taylor Kenney

8/6

Valerie Follis

8/7

Kurt Hinkle

8/8

Allysa Rodriguez

8/19 Carter Craig
Carter Crump
John Dyck

8/9

Kerry Hernandez

8/22 Cooper Modisette

8/16 David Barrera
Taylor Gibson
8/18 Jett Dodd

8/10 Katie Harris

8/23 Donna Yates

8/12 Beaetta Bustos

8/24 Dani Dodd
Michelle Lomas

8/13 Cooper Ables
Ginger Parnell
Jenny Verkamp
8/14 Amber Riley

8/25 Janet Thornton
Katie Verett
8/28 Kreyton Jones

8/29 Dawson Riley
8/31 Everette Dodd

