As cubs, three of the world's top predators—a lion (Leo), a Bengal tiger (Shere Kahn), and
an American black bear (Baloo)—had been owned by a drug dealer who didn't take proper care
of them. The bear's harness grew into his skin because the owner didn't alter it as the animal
grew. The animals had been abused and neglected early in life but were finally rescued in 2001.
The bear's harness was surgically removed, and all three have recovered 100 percent. They were
taken in by Noah's Ark Animal Sanctuary in Georgia.
The staff initially tried to separate them, thinking the three large predators would fight, but
they acted out all the more. During separation, the animals were uncooperative. But once they
were reunited, they calmed down and behaved well. Twelve years later, the three friends spend
their days together playing ball, cuddling, chasing each other, and eating cookies. Allison
Hedgecoth of Noah's Ark said, "They live together and they don't see their differences.”
Such should be the case for believers as we live in the community. So many times we
would rather focus on our differences, we create disunity and incivility. But when we begin to
focus on what we have in common, we are more likely to have friendships and impacts that affect
the people around us. Jesus tells us in Matthew 5:9, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will
be called children of God.” Where can you help others find peace this week?
Pastor Chris
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May is here! I don’t know about you, but I am still waiting on the
April showers to bring the May flowers. It has been a dry spring, to say the
least but I am still looking forward to a fruitful summer. We are super
excited about the activities and opportunities we have for this summer.
PreTeen Camp, Youth Mission Projects, Youth Camp, VBS, Girls Camp and RA
Camp are all happening this year and our students are going to have some amazing experiences at
these camps. My hope and prayer is that it doesn’t just become another summer at camp with lots of
fun memories, but that this summer will be one that radically changes our kids and they come back
ready to share the love of Christ and the Gospel. Please be in prayer with us for this summer and
let’s see what God does.
Efrain

Important dates:
PreTeen Camp – Sign up by May 11th to guarantee your t-shirt size.

Youth Camp and PreTeen Camp Parents Meeting – Sunday May 15th at 4:30pm.
This is a mandatory meeting so that we can make sure ALL paperwork is
completed and answer any questions you may have about camp.

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with
gladness! Come into His presence with singing!” Psalm 100:1-2

Thank You! Thank you doesn’t begin to express my gratitude to everyone
who helped with the Easter Egg Hunt on April 14! It was amazing to see how
fast the kids cleaned the field! We had a great morning and I appreciate all of
you for giving your time and energy to make the school egg hunt a great success!
Choir - thank you for all of your hard work these past few months! You did an amazing
job on the Musical “IS HE WORTHY?” and I am so proud of all of you! To God be the
glory! I am still receiving compliments on the fantastic job you did and I can’t wait to get
started on our next musical!
Church – thank you for your prayers and support throughout the year and especially
during the month of April! It was a busy month as we prepared for and celebrated Resurrection
Sunday together!
As we begin May together, it’s been a fun, fast and fantastic five and a half months! I am
so glad that God brought me to Idalou to serve Him with all of you! I’m looking forward to
more exciting things ahead! God is so good!
Singing His Praises!
Alan
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Dear Church Family,
Words cannot express how thankful and grateful I am for every one of
you. I have been overwhelmed with how you all are blessing us with cards,
prayers, food, and visits.
Love each of you,
Terrie McMillian

Thursday
May 5th

Sunday May 15th at 2 pm
Join us Sunday May 22nd for
a church-wide cookout.

Sunday May 8th

We will only have 1 service at
10 a.m. and lunch to follow.
We will have hamburgers & hotdogs
with the trimmings, we ask that
everyone bring chips and/or dessert.
We encourage you to join us as
we kick off the summer with a
church wide fellowship.
Bring your lawn chairs and
invite a friend!

Monday May 30th
Church Office Closed

Thursday
May 19th

SundaySunday
May 15th
May
at22nd
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10:45 A.M.
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First Baptist ~ May Birthdays
5/1

Claudia Flores
Keagan Haralson

5/3

Penny Modisette

5/5

Jim Faulkner
Sheila Tucker
Kayla Watson

5/6

Ronald Dewbre

5/8

Ashley McCallister
Will Perkins

5/9

Sean Ables
Jan Brown

5/11 Tilson Smith
5/12 Jenny Bayliss
Jakob Matthies
5/14 Jake Morton

5/16 Ellen Dorman
5/17 Emma Rae Roberts

5/18 Tyler Cook
Wyatt Taylor
Michael Yates
5/19 Cecil Haralson
5/20 Liam Adams
Cynthia Turner
5/21 Keaton Adams
Jaylee Gandy
Rick McKinnon
Jacky Pharr
Mark Turner
5/23 Kyla Stanton
5/24 Johnny Harkins
Brailey Roberson
Natalie Stark

5/26 Judy Brake
Tammy Harkins
5/27 David Crump
Skylar Davis
5/28 Lois Foster
Grant Martin
5/29 Taytum Gibson
Patrick Magee
Nicole Nelson
5/30 Arturo Flores

