Psalm 23
 

A little girl was once asked in a Sunday school class to recite the first verse of Psalm 23.  She stood up and said, "The Lord is my shepherd, and that's all I want."
 

 

The Sunday school teacher said she said it wrong.  But did she?
 

She quoted the verse incorrectly, but what about the idea?  If we're really honest with ourselves, do you, like me, ever think thoughts like, "Lord, I'm glad You're my shepherd, but right now, I sure would like to have this or that."  What about the part of the verse that says, "I shall not want?"  Sometimes, it's hard to separate our wants from our needs.  Even though we, as Christians, are suppose to be in the world but not of the world, our wants sure run away with our thoughts sometimes.
 

Liz and I used to watch a show on the Home and Garden TV channel called, "I Want That."  It was fun to watch because you saw all kinds of new products that made your want list grow bigger and bigger.
 

There's absolutely nothing wrong with praying for God's intervention in our lives for things like healing, rest, intercession for others, and wisdom.  As our Father, God wants us to talk to Him about anything and everything.  He promises in His Word to meet our needs in Christ Jesus according to His riches in glory. 
 

But what about our wants?  God, in His wisdom as our loving heavenly Father knows we shouldn't get everything we want.  Even as parents, we know it would not be good for our children to get everything they want either.  God only wants the best for us. 
 
So when I think of the first verse of Psalm 23, my prayer is, "Lord, thank You for being my shepherd and watching over me.  Forgive me for being so greedy and selfish, wanting all the time.  Thank You for always supplying my needs and providing for me.  I have so much more than what I deserve.  You gave me the best gift of all, eternal life, and that, more abundantly."
 

Psalm 23 (NKJV)
The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake.
 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; my cup runs over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the House of the Lord forever.
     
God Bless you and keep you,
Lon Sitton
 

