“I have never heard anything about the resolutions of the apostles, but a great deal about their acts.” (Horace Mann)

Once I heard a minister say that some churchgoers reminded him of cormorants, the birds they use in the Orient to catch fish.  Chinese fishermen tie a rope around the necks of these diving waterfowl which prevents them from swallowing the fish they catch.  Thus the cormorants do the fishing but their masters do the eating.  “Many church members attend every Sunday, hear the gospel, give lip service to it,” the pastor said, “but something seems to be lacking in their spiritual growth.  Like cormorants, they go through the motions but seem to get no nourishment from their efforts.”

One of the problems of the church in general is that, like in the world, it includes many bargain hunters, people seeking something for nothing.  Salvation is indeed free, an unmerited gift that comes to believers through the grace of God.  But in James 2:17, we are told, “Faith, if it hath not works, is dead.”  Like the disciples, we are called upon by Christ to be fishers of men.  When our faith is alive in us and we live in the Word by our acts, we not only lead others to Christ but we also nourish and grow ourselves.  Unlike neck-tied cormorants, we both feed and are fed.

Lord, help us see the inconsistencies between what we preach and what we practice. 
(The Springhouse Daily Devotional~~by Fred Bauer)
